
957 Beasley Road, Box 422  Mansons Landing BC   V0P 1K0  cimas@twincomm.ca   250-935-6340   cortesmuseum.ca

November 
Newsletter

2021

Please take a moment to renew your membership.
Strong membership numbers encourage funding agencies!  

Please send this form (and if 
applicable, a cheque payable to 
Cortes Island Museum) to:

Cortes Island Museum
957 Beasley Road, Box 422
Mansons Landing  BC V0P 1K0

Reach us at:
cimas@twincomm.ca
250-935-6340
www.cortesmuseum.com

Name: 

Email:

Phone:

Address: 

PO Box: 

Town:

MEMBERSHIP WITH CORTES ISLAND MUSEUM & ARCHIVES SOCIETY
BY DONATION OF TIME OR MONEY

Yes, I would like to receive an income tax 
receipt for my charitable donation of $25 
or more.

Yes, I would like to receive periodic e-news

I/we have enclosed a cheque/donation 
of $

I/we wish to donate my time working in 
the area of 

Date (YYYY/MM/DD):

I/we have sent e-transfer of $   
to cimas@twincomm.ca.

RECENT EVENTS

Strong membership numbers encourage funding agencies.  Please take a moment to renew your membership.

Mystery Mountain
The Mystery Mountain Project film and Expedition to Mystery Mountain book 
launch drew quite a crowd, filling Mansons Hall to capacity. The film, directed 
by Greg Gransden, documents a re-enactment of Phyllis and Don Munday’s 
1926 attempt at scaling Mt. Waddington. To remain authentic, the expedition 
members used the same type of clothing, gear, food and equipment as the 
Mundays in 1926. Bryan Thompson, one of the presenters, wrote to us following 
the event, “This [Cortes] was our most special presentation ever!”

MESSAGE FROM THE  BOARD    These times demand many things of all of us, both here on Cortes Island,
and across the globe. That said, the volunteers, board and staff at the Museum and Wild Cortes remain actively engaged, 
offering meaningful, free programs, exhibits and experiences. With the opening of two new exhibits in 2021, the launch of 
our Online Archives and the hosting of several walks/talks/tours under our belts, we are demonstrating our commitment to 
continuing to reflect, imagine and celebrate with you.

COMING EVENTS
Dan Tucker will be presenting a Moss Talk on Sunday, December 12, 1 to 2:3o p.m. Manson’s Hall (please note, this is a 
new date) including information about the use of the app iNaturalist for moss, liverwort and lichen surveys, and to discuss 
the potential for citizen science engagement on Cortes Island.  Bio: Dan Tucker is a recently graduated botanist from the 
University of Alberta with a BSc in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology. Dan works on various projects rooted mainly in 
bryophyte conservation, plant community ecology, and taxonomy. He is currently a researcher in residence at the Wild 
Cortes EcoLab at the Linnaea Education Centre and a new(ish) Cortes Island resident.
Proof of vaccination and masks are required for the Moss Talk in Manson’s Hall. Donations gratefully appreciated. 
Memberships, new and renewal, will be available at the door.

Literary Afternoons             
Two Literary Afternoons were held this fall in the lodge at Hollyhock. THANK YOU, HOLLYHOCK. Plenty of fascinating 
readings happened with a great turnout of listeners. 
Mark your calendars for Literary Afternoons in 2022, Sundays, January 23 and February 20.

Visit their website www.canadianehsociety.ca for more information.

Moss Walk ‘n’ Talk       
Over twenty people showed up despite the bad weather forecast on November 13, 
joining Dan Tucker on a Moss Walk to learn about the array of mosses, liverworts 
and lichens in Kw’as Park. Great event! Thank you, Dan.

Moss Talk, December 12

CBC – Christmas Bird Count, January 2, 2022
Every year the Cortes Island Museum co-sponsors the Christmas Bird Count (CBC) 
with Bird Studies Canada and the Audubon Society. This year’s CBC is scheduled for 
Sunday, January 2, 2022. If the weather is stormy, we will post the cancellation on 
Tideline and announce the alternate date.
Again this year, we encourage participants to join the CBC individually or with Photo Richard Trueman
family members, counting the birds around your house, bird feeder and backyard. For the 24-hour count day, please record 
your birding location, bird species and an estimate of the actual number of birds observed. 
Check our website www.cortesmuseum.com/bird-counting/ for more details and to download the birding forms.

We wish to acknowledge the toq qaymɩxʷ (Klahoose), ɬəʔamɛn qaymɩxʷ (Tla’amin) and ʔop qaymɩxʷ (Homalco) Nations 
upon whose territories the programs and activities of the Cortes Island Museum & Archives take place.

Photo Leona Jensen

Photo Jurek Trzesicki



Artifacts Committee Report

Call for EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Since joining the Museum Board of Directors last year and becoming a member 
of the Artifacts Committee, Bruce Ellingsen has been having a great time 
working with other committee members Bonnie McDonald, Donna Manson, 
Debbie Dragseth, Ian Disney and, more recently, Ann Dewar. 
Bruce writes the following update:  
We are working through the backlog of artifacts that, over many years, have 
been collected, donated, loaned, dropped off and in other ways ended up in our 

The Archives committee has wrapped up their two-year project, Unlocking the Archives, funded 
by a generous grant from Library & Archives Canada. Six hundred more photos were scanned and 
added to the new Online Archives, completing Phase One of the project. Phase Two was a photo-
sharing campaign, From the Archives. Last summer, the Archives team shared 12 theme-based 
galleries of photographs on Facebook & Instagram. The campaign was a great success: there were 
almost 3,400 interactions in the form of likes, shares and comments, and feedback from viewers 
put names and locations to some previously unidentified photos.

We are looking to recruit a Managing Director (year-round; permanent part-time).
Responsibilities:

Archives Committee Report 

MEMBERSHIP Renewal

climate-controlled storage rooms. Information about where or who the item(s) 
came from, and the historical relevance to Cortes Island varies widely, from none to plenty.
We have a number of decisions to make: 
• whether	to	keep	items,	and,	if	yes,	add	them	to	the	permanent	or	the	educational	collection?
• if	no,	what	to	do	with	them?
• some	have	a	written	record	of	who	donated	or	loaned	them,	others	don’t,	and	when	they	don’t,	heads	are	scratched
• lacking	information,	there	is	always	the	“found	in	collection”	catch-all	category
Once a decision is made to add a specific artifact to the permanent collection, the accessioning paperwork begins: 
• assigning	the	item(s)	a	sequential	number	which	will	be	attached	to	each	item	and	to	all	written	records	associated	with	it
• identify	source	of	the	item	(provenance)
• document	measurements,	physical	and	written	descriptions	and	condition,	and	as	much	historical	information	as	can	be

found
The length of time that many members of the Artifacts Committee have been living on Cortes Island, coupled with the 
wisdom of the other committee members, lends a lot to the deliberations. While the intent is to focus on the items in front 
of us, occasional side conversations do emerge, lending a further layer of enjoyment to our gatherings. 
We have been meeting for two hours almost weekly for most of the year and making solid headway on the backlog, while 
processing new items as they arrive. 

Seasonal Gifts From the Museum      
Our shop is open Friday and Saturday, from 12 to 4 p.m.. The shelves are full of fascinating 
books by local and regional authors, handcrafted items made by Cortes artisans, and 
fabulous cards. No PST or GST. Alternatively, for the difficult-to-buy-for, consider a Museum 
membership or gift certificate.

Museum/Wild Cortes Seasonal Closures
WE ARE CLOSED December 19 to January 6 and reopening on Friday,  January 7, 2022. 

NEW! Porch Improvements 
If	you	haven’t	visited	the	Museum	yet	this	
fall, when you do, you will be welcomed by 
our new & improved front porch and entry. 
With Resiliency funding from the BC Arts 
Council, we decided it was high time we 
improved accessibility to our building.
Thank you to Mainroad, who generously 
donated gravel for both the porch 
improvements and for alleviating the 
drainage issues in our parking area. 
Thank you, Ray and Nancy Kendel, for 
your many hours of labour.

Please consider renewing your membership with the Cortes Island Museum & 
Archives Society. Your donations of time or money will support us through 2022 
as we install new exhibits and re-establish safe community outreach programming 
and fundraising activities.
Contributions from people like you have encouraged and sustained our volunteers 
as they work to preserve the history of the Island, create imaginative exhibits and 
present interesting, free talks and activities for the whole community to enjoy.
A membership renewed before December 31 will include 2021 and 2022.
If you wish to receive a tax receipt for your donation over $25.00 or more, please 
note this on your correspondence.
You can donate now online or mail the membership form with your donation.

Every empty bottle is filled with stories

Applicants are invited to email a brief note letting us know of your potential interest in this position. The formal call for 
applications will be posted in early January and the position will be filled by February 1, 2022. Please send your email to 
cimas@twincomm.ca attn: Jane Newman. All emails and applications will be held in the strictest confidence.

• administering	to	the	day-to-day	operations	of	the
Museum & Archives

• assisting	with	financial	administration

• grant	writing
• managing	staff	and	volunteers
• overseeing	and	assisting	program	and	curatorial	coordinators

This has been an exciting year for Wild Cortes with the venue open five days a week throughout the summer.  
The Big Three: Bears, Cougars, Wolves exhibit has been a big hit with our guests, large and small.  This exhibit was a 
collaborative effort including the Cortes Island Museum and Archives, Sabina Leader Mense and Friends of Cortes Island 
– three of the seven partners making up the Cortes Wild! partnership.
We	received	an	invitation	from	the	Vancouver	Children’s	Science	Centre	to	submit	photos	and	didactics	from	our	Cycle 
of Water and Raven Relations exhibits.  They are investigating the option of borrowing the exhibits for installation at the 
Vancouver venue.  Our curator/taxidermist, Laurel Bohart, has not come back down to earth yet!

Wild Cortes Report 




